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Thomas Browne in one age, and Acldison,
Johnson, and the rest of the Essaj'ists, in
another. Sir Thumas Overbury's Characters,
written in the Baconian age, are found delight-
ful by some; but for my own part, though I
have striven to follow the critic's golden rule,
to have preferences but no exclusions, Overbury
has for me no savour. In the great art of
painting moral portraits, or character-writing,
the characters in Clarendon, or in Burners
History of His Own Time, are full of life, vigour,
and coherency, and are intensely attractive to
read. I cannot agree with those who put either
Clarendon or Burnet on a level with the char-
acters in St. Simon or the Cardinal de Eetz:
there is a subtlety of analysis, a searching
penetration, a breadth of moral comprehension,
in the Frenchmen, which I do not find, nor, in
truth, much desire to find, in our countrymen.
A homelier hand does well enough for homelier
men. Nevertheless, such characters as those of
Falkland, or Chillingworth, by Clarendon, or
Burnet's very different Lauderdale, are worth a
thousand battle-pieces, cabinet plots, or parlia-
mentary combinations, of which we never can